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Contact us

City of Swift Current Planning & Growth Development Division
177 1st Avenue Northeast, Swift Current, SK  S9H 2B1
306.778.2714
mainstreet@swiftcurrent.ca

www.swiftcurrent.ca/planning
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The Swift Current Main Street Incentive Program includes 
monetary incentives for development of properties located in 
the Downtown Central Commercial District. The program is 
designed to provide financial assistance as well as recognition for the 
appropriate development of both new and existing buildings within the 
Downtown. A grant and tax incentive program has been adopted by the City to 
foster the positive reinvestment, restoration, and maintenance of our downtown 
buildings.

Owners of properties within Downtown Swift Current are eligible to receive 
incentives toward further investments in their properties.

The Incentive Program includes grants for the following activities:

• Grants for heritage façade renderings are offered for property owners wanting 
a plan for exterior restoration of their building.

• Exterior alterations are offered at 50% of total eligible costs to a maximum of 
$10,000 for major renovation projects. 

• General maintenance may be funded at 50% of total eligible costs to a 
maximum of $2,000. 

• Grants for signage are offered at 50% of total eligible costs to a maximum of 
$2,000. 

• Downtown beautification, planters, and landscaping may be funded at 50% of 
total eligible costs to a maximum of $2,000.

• The City of Swift Current has tax incentive policies that apply to the increased 
assessment caused by improvements to the building for both businesses and 
multi-family development.

These incentives are offered by the Swift Current Main Street Organization 
and the City of Swift Current to provide property owners within the Downtown 
Central Commercial District tangible community support as well as the 
financial means necessary to assist with the restoration and maintenance of our 
downtown resources to the benefit of the community as a whole.

Swift Current Main Street Incentive Program
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Revitalization Grants

Building Revitalization Grants are made at 50% of total eligible costs, to a 
maximum grant of $10,000. Grants for maintenance work have a maximum 
value of $2,000. If final costs are less than those estimated on the application, 
then the final disbursement will reflect an overall maximum 30% support of the 
total eligible project costs. Signage may be funded at 50% eligible costs to a 
maximum of value of $2,000.

Eligible Properties

Grants may be available to property owners whose property is located in the 
Downtown District of Swift Current, which is not tax delinquent. Properties 
owned or used by government agencies are not eligible except where a non-
profit, community group has assumed, by long- term lease or legal agreement, 
responsibility for maintenance of the building. In these cases, that organization 
may make application.

Eligible Work

Work eligible for funding is limited to the exterior of the building and may 
include:

• structural and foundation repair and restoration, and repair of original 
architectural elements within the landscape which form an integral part of 
the property.

• architectural and engineering services, cost estimates, preparation of 
drawings where the proposed project is approved and construction 
completed.

• ongoing maintenance, which minimizes the need for extensive repairs.
• repair and restoration of exterior building fabric façade, including 

conservation or repair of original elements, approved cleaning, cladding, 
roof repairs, chimney work, approved window repair or replacement, 
appropriate painting, restoration of significant architectural detail, removal of 
inappropriate materials and appropriate use of signs and awnings.
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Heritage Façade Renderings 

Heritage Façade Renderings may be available at no cost to the property owner 
for drawings detailing potential façade refurbishment, restoration, or renovation 
to the community’s historic roots. This will outline possible projects that may be 
eligible for additional grants described in the program.

Exterior Alterations

Repair and restoration of exterior building fabric façade, including conservation 
or repair of original elements, approved cleaning, cladding, roof repairs, chimney 
work, approved window repair or replacement, appropriate painting, restoration 
of significant architectural detail, removal of inappropriate materials and 
appropriate use of signs and awnings.

Building Maintenance

Building maintenance (e.g. gutters, downspouts, foundation work, non-traditional 
roofing, etc.) may at the discretion of the grant awards committee be funded at 
50% eligible costs to a maximum of $2,000(unless part of an overall restoration 
project).

Ineligible Work

• Improvements to energy efficiency such as insulation.
• New additions or accessory buildings unless they are an accurate 

reconstruction from documented evidence.
• Improvements to meet building codes including mechanical or electrical 

systems or any interior work.

Signage

Signage Grants may be available at 50% of eligible costs to a maximum grant 
value of $2,000 for funding of appropriate signage.
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Downtown Beautification & Landscaping

Downtown beautification, landscaping, and planters may be available at 50% 
of eligible costs to a maximum grant value of $2,000 for funding of appropriate 
work. 

Consideration of Projects

Projects considered for approval may include work which:

• Serves to strengthen the block or area in which it is located.
• Is consistent with City policy as outlined in the City of Swift Current 

Downtown Master Plan and Pattern Book.
• Will encourage additional investment downtown.
• Is part of a coordinated plan to revitalize a block or group of buildings.
• Is consistent with the architectural and historical significance of the building.
• Serves to enhance the exterior through restoration of significant architectural 

details, cleaning or painting of the exterior.
• Proposed use and rehabilitation work complies with the City of Swift Current 

Zoning Bylaw and relevant building and fire codes.

Documentation Required

Plans or specifications should include:

• Current photos of the property, including close-ups of the proposed work 
area.

• Relevant archival photographs and historical documentation (if obtainable) 
and photographs of the project before commencement of work.

• Professional detailed design drawings indicating the type of work and degree 
of finish proposed.

• At least two (2) competitive estimates for all labour and materials involved in 
the proposed work unless there is only one supplier of a particular product or 
service in Swift Current (the lowest estimate will not necessarily be accepted).



7

Swift Current Main Street Incentive Program

Administration

An application for a grant shall be made to the Planning and Growth 
Development Office of the City of Swift Current.

Applications should be received at least six (6) weeks prior to the anticipated 
project commencement. Should an application be approved, it may be 
necessary to sign a development agreement with the City of Swift Current and/
or Main Street Board before work begins. By signing the grant application, the 
applicant certifies that no work eligible for grant funding has yet taken place.

Applications for grants received after work on the project has begun, will be held 
until all other eligible projects have been processed. 

The application must accompany at least two (2) cost estimates to complete the 
work. If the owner intends to do some or all of the work him/herself, the labour 
will not be eligible for funding. These estimates must be sufficiently detailed so 
as to clearly indicate the scope and nature of work on each item. If the proposed 
work includes both work eligible for a grant and other work not eligible for 
a grant, the cost estimates must clearly differentiate between eligible and 
ineligible work. In a case where it is not possible to obtain two (2) estimates, the 
Main Street Board will use its discretion to allow a grant application to proceed 
with less than the required number of cost estimates.

Factors which will be considered include, but are not limited to:

• the availability of funds on an annual basis;
• the relationship of application to long- term revitalization plans;
• the comparative costs of work prepared by two or more bidders;
• the use of appropriate materials as outlined in the Downtown Pattern Book.

The application may be granted either with or without conditions or it may be 
refused. The Main Street Board shall advise the applicant of the decision.
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Frequency of Grant

All grant monies must normally be disbursed within the fiscal year in which the 
grant is awarded. In exceptional cases, projects may extend into a second fiscal 
period. In such cases a written request, stating the reasons, must be submitted 
by the applicant and approved by the Main Street Board. All grants are made 
subject to funding within annual program budgets.

75% of funds are released upon approval, while the remaining 25% are not 
released until the approved project is completed and proof of the following has 
been submitted:

• the work must be completely paid for by the owners and the paid bills 
submitted to the Main Street Board as proof with a written request for 
payment of the grant;

• photographs of the completed project are submitted;
• the work must be inspected and deemed satisfactory by City of Swift Current 

Development Officer and/or Building Inspector.
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Business and Multi-Family Tax Incentives

The City of Swift Current is pleased to offer the Multi-Family Incentive Program, 
Existing Business Expanding, and New Business Program which allows for the 
exemption of the increased taxable assessment caused by:

• the construction of new multi-family accommodations; and/or
• rehabilitation and new construction work.

Eligible Properties

The Multifamily incentive, Existing Business Expanding and New Business 
Incentive Programs are available to property owners whose property is not tax 
delinquent and located within Downtown Swift Current District or within areas 
identified in the respective policies.

Multi-Family Incentive Policy:

This program allows for exemption of tax assessment of new multi-unit owner 
occupied residences and new multi-unit rental residences on a graduated 
basis of 25% the first year, 50% the second, and 100% for years 3-5. Full taxation 
will take effect in the sixth year. This incentive is to be applied once the new 
construction is ready for occupancy.

Existing Businesses Expanding Policy:

This program allows for a tax exemption to be applied to any increased 
assessment value of an existing building due to construction, expansion or new 
construction on bare land, or renovations requiring a building permit. This takes 
place on a graduated basis of 100% the first year, 100% the second, 50% the third, 
25% the fourth and full taxation in the fifth.

Notwithstanding the normal five (5) year period over which the diminishing 
incentive applies, Council may in its sole discretion enter into Agreements which 
customize and approve each incentive package individually to any specific 
project.
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New Businesses Incentive Policy:

This program allows for a tax exemption to be applied to any increased 
assessment value due to new construction, expansion or new construction 
on bare land, or renovations requiring a building permit. This takes place on a 
graduated basis of 100% the first year, 50% the second, 25% the third, and full 
taxation in the fourth. This applies only to new businesses that do not hold a valid 
City of Swift Current business license, and have not for a least one year’s time.

Notwithstanding the normal four (4) year period over which the diminishing 
incentive applies, Council may in its sole discretion enter into Agreements which 
customize and approve each incentive package individually to any specific 
project.

Application

Applications for the Multi-family incentive, Existing Business Expanding and New 
Business Incentive Programs must be received by the City of Swift Current within 
one year from the date of issue of the relevant building permit to be eligible. 
In cases where work is ongoing beyond one year from the date of issue of the 
building permit, written acknowledgement from the City of Swift Current is 
required by this date.
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